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And David built an ALTAR ihere unto the 
LokD, and offered burnt-offerings, and peace- 
offerings : So the LORD was intreated for the 
Land, and the Plague was ftayed from Ifrael. 


29 H E Hiſtory, of which theſe Words 
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are the Concluſion, affords ſo man 
remarkable Obſervations, Political, 
Moral, and Religious, that I ſhall ven- 
ture to depart a little from my ordina- 
ry Method, and take a curſory View of 
its ſeveral Paſſiges, with ſome Refle- 
ctions on the chief Incidents, as I pats 
along. 
| In the beginning of the Chapter we 

are told: The Auger of the Lo x b was Kindlcd againſt Iſrael, 
and he moved David againſt tbem to fay, Go; number Iſracl, 
and Judab. | 

What was the Occaſion of the Divine Wrath againſt Jae 
and Judab, we are not informed: But the Conjecture may 
appear with an Air of Probability, ſhould we ſuppoſe, that 
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it was their continual Proneſs to Murmurings, Sedition and 
Rebellion againſt the beſt of Princes, and the beſt of Gc- 
vernments : Even the extravagant thoughtleſs Ab/olom, with- 
out the leaſt Foundation to juſtify his Pretentions, wanted 
not a Party to appear in his Behalt, a Party ſo formidable, a 
to drive his aged Prince and Father from the Royal City, to 
make him flee betore his Son, and be in danger of loſing 
his Life and Crown together. No ſooner was this unnatural 
Rebellion cruſhed, but that Sheba found enough of thoſe 
reſtleſs, uneaſy Spirits'to raiſe another Inſurrection, happily 
quaſhed in its Beginning, otherwiſe, in the Opinion of 
David himſelf, .capable of doing more Harm than that of 
Abſolom. Bloodſhed, attended with every Circumſtance of 
perfidious baſeneſs, lay heavy upon the Land. Murder un- 
puniſhed, cry'd to Heaven for Vengeance, ſince the Mus. 
therer was thought too powerful for Human Juſtice. The 
treacherous Death of Alner and Amaſa were ſtill unavenged, 
for want of Integrity and Courage to bring the falſe and 
bloody Jab to condign Puniſhment. 

The fatal Spirit of Mutiny and Faction remained unſub— 
dued, as we read in the very next Chapter, wherein we find 
the chief amongſt the Prieſts, and the firſt amongſt the 
Soldiers, impatient to wait the natural End of their great 
and glorious King, ready to proclaim his Succeſſor in his 
Life-time, even the Captain of the Hoſts, who had flain 
the Elder Brother with his own Hand, now made no Scru- 
ple of ſetting up the Younger, in Deſpight of the Reſolu- 
rions of his Aged Maſter, with no other View, we may 
be ſure, than that he might govern, while the other 
reigned. | 

The Character then of the T/raelites at that Time might 
be, a Powerful, Warlike, and Victorious People, Rich, 
Luxurious, Mutinous, and Seditious, Proud of their Suc- 
ceſs in Arms Abroad, and Wealth at Home, undutiful to 
their King, and unthankful to their God. Reaſon ſufficient, 
wil the Anger of the Loxp ſhould be kindled againſt 

em. 


The Hiſtory goes on, Aud be moved David againſt them to 


ſay, Go: number Tſrael and Fudah. In Scripture Stile it is 


frequent to aſcribe to the immediate Will and Act of God, 
thoſe extraordinary Events, of which the Reaſons and 
Caulcs 
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Cauſes lye to deep for human Penetration. The Lo RD 
moved David; for it would be hard to aſſign a ſatisfactory 
Reaſon, why: the King at that Time in Oppoſition to all 
his Counſellors, ſhould be ſo immoveably fixt in that 
Deſign. 

We muſt be very cautious, how we aſcribe any evil 
Thoughts or Actions to the Go p of infinite Purity, Wiſ- 
dome and Goodnels : Perfect Goodneſs cannot be the Author 
of Evil. For when the Prophet Amos asketh, Shall there be 
Evil in the City, and the Lo RH hath not doue it? It muſt be 
underſtood the Evil of Puniſhment, Chaſtiſement and Cor- 
rection. | 

St. James ſaith, Let no Man ſay, when he is tempted, I 
am tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted with Evil, nei- 
ther terpteth he any Man, but every Man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of bis own Luſt. And the Compiler of the 
Chronicles ſeems to have had Regard to this Truth, when 
he expreſſes himſelf thus, Satan /tood up againſt Tjrael, aud 
provoked David to Number Iſracl. Any Method of explain- 
ing ſuch Paſſages is better, than to make Go p in any Man- 
ner, or in any Senſe the Author of Sin. 

Wherein this Sin conſiſted, it is not ſo well agreed: But 
it may be well ſuppoſed to have been an arrogant, preſump- 
tuous Self-confidence, a truſting too much in the Arm of 
| Fleſh, and depending on Perſonal Valour, Military Diſci- 
pline, Human Prudence, and Numbers of Men, without a 
due Subordination to Divine Providence, whence originally 
flow Succeſs, Victory and Proſperity. 

However, the Commands of the King unhappily pre- 
vailed againſt his General, and the Captains of his Hoſt. 
Wherein it may be obſerved, that even a wiſe and good 
Prince may ſometimes be uſed by the Allmighty as an Inſtru- 
ment of puniſhing a wicked, vile, unthankfull, murmuring 


People. 
The ſad Edict took Place, and the Number was brought 


in, a Number fo ſurprizing, that it ſeems “ incredible * Appendix, 


to them that read it, 8000090 Men in VJrael, valiant 
Men, that drew the Sword, and 500000 in Fudab, one Mil- 
lion Three Hundred 'Thouſand Men fit for War. But con- 
ſider the Extent of Country brought into this Computation, 


the Populouſneſs of thoſe Parts in ancient Days, the man- 
B ner 
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ner of their Education, whereby every one was trained up to 
War, as from his Infancy. The Prince, the Courtier, the 
Artiſan, the Husbandman, even the Shepherd, knew the 
Uſe of ſome Weapon or other. The Bow, the Sword, or 
Sling, were familiar to them from their Childhood. Ther 
were ſurrounded with Enemies on every Side, expoſed t9 
continual Incurſions from every Quarter: Here was no 
Room for Cowardiſe, Effeminacy, or Sloth. True Liberty, 
a regular Subjection to the Laws, and a full Enjoyment ot 
Property, endeared their Poſſeſſions to them, made them 
worth defending at the Hazard of their Lives. While Ty- 
ranny on one Side, and Slavery on the other, render Life 
it ſelf of ſo little Moment, ſo comfortleſs a State, that ir 
hardly deſerves a Struggle to maintain it. It is a Remark az 
undoubtedly true, as it is frequent, that the Populouſneſs of 
any Country ever bears Proportion to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of a Government, and its Adminiſtration. 'Theſe Reflections 
will make the Number return'd not ſo incredible, as at firſt 
Sight it may appear to them, who ſeem delighted to find 
Difficulties in the Sacred Books. 

David's Heart ſmote him, after that he had numbered the 
People; a plain Argument of Guilt, an Expreſſion of Con- 
viction, that he had offended either by the Pride of his own 
Heart, or by laying before himfelf or People, a violen: 
Temptation to truſt in their own Strength, or perhaps in 
having tranſgreſſed againſt the Law of God in Deuteronomy 
xvii. He had, it may be, multiply'd Horfes, though not 
with a Deſign to return into Egypt, and on View of his war- 
like Forces, his Heart might have been lifted up above his 
Brethren. | 


But, whatever were the Crime, behold the Severity of the 


Puniſhment, a ſad Choice indeed, Seven Years of Famine, 


to flee Three Months before his Enemy, in Perſuit of him, 
or Three Days of Peſtilence. 

He anſwers not directly, but with the loweſt Reſignation 
ſubmits himſelf to the Will and Pleaſure of the Allmighty. 
Let us fall now into the Hand of the LO R D, for his Merctes 
are great, and let me not fall into the Hand of Man. You 
may obſerve a true Spirit of Piety in this tacit Choice, an 
humble faithfull Acknowledgement of Divine Mercy, even 
while under its chaſtizing Hand. : 

0 
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$o the Lo Kk Þ ſent a Peſtilence upon Vrael from the Morning 
even to the appointed Time, and there died of the People, from 
Dan even to Beerſheba Seventy T, pouſand Men. Calamitys, 
as well as Deliverances, when out of the common Courſe ot 
Nature, in holy Language are generally imputed to the 
Lord. But here in the Caſe before us, the Puniſhment fo 
expreſsly foretold, and following the Crime ſo immediately, 
points out the Author beyond Diſpute. 

Yet Nature with its Second Caules may be allowed its 
share. Human Folly, Wickedneſs, and Preſumption, help 
forward Divine Vengeance, and where a People is ripe for 
Deſtruction, Inſtruments, in human Appearance the moſt 
contemptible, may be made the ſore Scourges of their 
Crimes. Froggs, Lice, Flys, Locuſts, Hail, and Dark- 
neſs, are ſufficient in the Hands of Omnipotence, to humble 
the Pride of the mightyeſt, to make them ſee, and feel, and 
confeſs the Finger of God in all that they ſuffer. And 
where they fail in their Deſign of Correction, they are in- 
evitable in their Deſtruction. Theſe, and the like Viſitati- 


ons, are the real Thunderbolts of Heaven, ordained to 


keep the aſpiring Creature in due Submiſhon to the great 
Creator. 

The Lord ſent a Peſtilence upon Iſrael, from the Morning 
even unto the appointed Time, and there dicd of the People, 
from Dan even unto Beerſheba, Seventy Thouſand Men. * An 
mazing Number in Three Days Space; amazing to them, 
who are unacquainted with the Waſt and Deſolation of this 
dreadful Calamity. But allow for the Compaſs, thro' which 
t was to ſpread around its deadly Influence, and the Number 
will appear ſo far from incredible, that we our ſelves, who 
are alive unto this Day, with our Ears have heard, and 
with our Eyes in ſome Meaſure have ſeen a greater Number 
in Proportion daily to have been cut off, even for more than 
Forty Days fucceffively. 

Aud when the Angel ſtretched out his Hand upon Feruſalem 
fo deſtroy it, the Lo R o repented him of the Evil, and ſaid to 
the Angel, that deſtroyed the People, IT 1s ENOUGH, ſtay 
20W thine Hand. In the midſt of Judgment the EOH RD 
remembreth Mercy: He is willing to correct, and ſoveth 
not to deſtroy. Beſides, in the Chronicles we are told, that 
Men the Angel of the Lord was ſeen to ſtand between the 
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Earth and the Heaven, having a drawn Sword in bis Hand 


ſtretched out over Feruſalem, then David, and the Hider, 
of Iſrael, who were cloathed in Sackeloath, fell upon thei 


Faces. 


Such Kinds of Humiliation we find frequently to have 
prevailed with the Allmighty, to have turned away his force 
Anger, and to have put a Period to his Wrath, which mutt 
have fallen heavy indeed, had the Angel been {uttered to 
carry the deliroying Sword into the midſt of Feruſalem. Ny 
Pen can deſcribe, hardly can the moſt tragic Imagination 


conceive the Waſt, and Havock, an 


this dire Calamity in a large and populous City. The Ay. 
prehenſion therefore of its near Approach might well moe 


the King, and his aged Counſellors 


Mercy in the moſt Humble Manner, that penitent Devotion 


could ſuggeſt. 


d Slaughter made |; 


to ſupplicate Divine 


© Thoſe Governments then deſerve no Blame, rather 
& ought they to receive the Thanks and Praiſes of their Peo- 
ple, who by all convenient Precautions endeavour to 
ce keep off this heavy Afﬀiiction from their Country, while 
© mature Deliberation, well- grounded Experience, ſound 
& Prudence, and impartial Equity eſtabliſh, and execute 
& {ſuch Laws, due Regard being always had to the Eaſe, 


© the Intereſts, and Encouragemen 
ple. 


ts of a trading Pco- 


And David ſpake unto the Lord, when he ſaw the Angel, 
that ſinote the People, and ſaid, Lo! I have ſinned, and I have 


done wickedly; but theſe Sheep, what 


have they done © Lt! 


thine Hand, I pray thee, be againſt me and my Father's 


Houſe. 


Remark here the paternal Affection of this good Prince 
towards his People. His very Soul ſeems wounded with the 
Sufferings of his Subjects for his own Miſconduct : He 


would ranſome them at the Expenſe o 


f his own Life. Yea! 


he would contentedly make the Attonement at the Price of 
his whole Family : How juſt might have been his Claim to 
the moſt glorious of Royal Titles? Herein he exactly an- 


ſwers the Character of a FATHER oF His Co u- 
TRY. | 
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And Gad came that Day to David, and ſaid unto him, Go 
up, rear an Altar nts the Lord in the threſbiugafloor of Arat- 
nh the Febrfute. This was according to the Law preſcribed 


in Deuteronomy, Take heed to thy ſelf, that thou offer not thy X11.15,14. 


Burnt-offeriigs iu every Place that thou ſceſt, but in the Place 
that the Lord dll che, &c. It was not allowed by the 
Law, that Altars, and Places of Religious Worſhip ſhould 
be erected according to Mens private Fancies, as giving 
Occaſion to many kinds of Superſtition, as tending to Se- 
ations and Divitions among the People, as Derogatory 
from the Publick eſtabliſhed Worſhip, and as ruinous of the 
Peace of Societys in the End. Which Oblervations we 
find ſadly exemplified in the Hiſtory of the Fews, even to 
their final Deſtruction. Gop himſelf therefore the Su- 
reme Law-giver appoints by the Prophet Cad, where this 
Altar ſhould be rais'd, both as a Place of Solemn Worthip 
on that Occaſion, and as a ſtanding Monument of Divine 
Judgment and Mercy. 

Araunah the Febufite ſees the King coming, , haſtens to meet 
im, humbles himfelf before hi, and enquires the Occaſion of 
his Coming; which he no ſooner Knows, but that with a Spirit. 
of Gemerofity and Devotion together he replys. Let my Lord 
the King take and offer up what ſeemeth good unto him. Be- 
bold ! here be Oxen for burut-offerings, and * threſhing Inſtru= 
ments, and other Tuſtruments of the Oxen for Il od. All theſe. 
Things did Arammah, as a King, give unto the King, and ſaid, 
the LoxD Tay Gop accept thee. Here's a double Leſſon 
of Inſtruction : Firſt we may learn hereby a true pious. 
Greatneſs of Soul, which ſeem'd to have ſmall Regard to 
the Expenſes of the Gitt, while the Glory of the Great 
Go p, and the Publick Safety and Welfare were intereſſed 
therein. Secondly We may fee here a lovely Image of an 
extenſive religious Charity. This Jebuſite no Ifraelite by 
Birth, it is likely, no Few by Religion, makes no Diſtin- 
tion, while the Honour of the Gop of Heaven is pro- 
moted. Let it be in a manner different from his own Per- 
ſuaſion, yet will he Rejoice and Glory in the Opportunity of 
having any Part in carrying on fo good a Work. An Ex- 
ample of Reproach and Shame, to much the greater Part of 
the Chriſtian World, who are ſo full of their Curſes, Exe- 


crations, and Anathemas againſt their Brethren for Diver- 
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ſity of Opinion in Matters oftentimes of mere Speculation - 
and expreſs a willingneſs even to deſtroy the reſt of Man- 
kind, that happen to have Notions or Sentiments of Rel. 
gion different from their own. So much better is the pure 
Light of Nature, than a debauch'd religious Zeal. 

The King with Piety equal to the Juſtice of the Anſwer, 
replys ; Nay ! but I will ſurely buy it of thee at a Price; 
neither will 1 offer burnt-offerings unto the Lo xD my GOD of 
that, which coſts me nothing; ſo he bonght the Threſhing-ftc;r 
and Oxen for fifty ſhekels of Silver. A Reſolution and Pra- 
ctice worthy of their Imitation, whom Providence hath 
bleſs'd with Ability to raiſe ſuch laſting Monuments of their 
Devotion and Magnificence together. We may likewiſe 
ſuppoſe this good Prince would not ſuffer, that there ſhould 
be the leaſt ſhadow of Violence or Oppreſlion on the Sub- 


ject. It might alſo be neceſſary, that the Ground ſhould be 


bought, and its Propriety transterr*d, as being deſtin'd to be 
hereafter holy Ground, conſecrated unto the Lox p, in ha- 
ving an Altar erected upon it. It might have appear*d as 
Profaneneſs and Sacrilege to have been reſtor'd to its ordi- 
nary common uſe. 

* 'The Seaſon, wherein this Plague ceaſed, is not to be 
paſs'd over without a ſmall Remark. It was, it is likely, 
very near, if not exactly, the ſame Time of the Year, when 
the God of Mercies generally commands the deſtroying An- 
gel to put up his Sword in theſe Countries, where we ſo— 
Journ. 'The Corn is gather'd from the Fields, and brought 
to the 'Threſhing-floor to be trod out in theſe Parts about 
the Summer Solſtice ; when, in a moſt ſenſible manner the 
Rage of the Peſtilence begins to abate, and ſo declines gra- 
dually till its Fury is quite ſpent. Of which, many are living 
Witneſſes for a great number of Years ; to the Truth of 
which we our ſelves, ſome of us at leaſt, can atteſt for ſeve- 
ral ſucceeding Viſitations. How far the * Naturaliſt may be 
able to account for this gracious, but amazing Change be- 
longs not unto me in this Place to enquire. 

At this Time, and on this Occaſion it may become us 
better to give the Praiſe and Glory of this mercyful and won- 
drous Work to God alone; who had rather chaſtiſe, than 
ruin a People for their Wickedneſs, while there remain any 
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Hopes of their Amendment, any Tokens of their Repen- 
tance. 


Thus gradually are we return'd to the Text, which cloſes 


this memorable paſſage in holy Hiſtory. And David built 
there an Altar unto the Lo K Dy and offered turnt-offerings and 
prace-offerings - $0 the Lox D was intreated for the Land, 
aud the Plague was /tayed from T{racl. To make this calami- 
tous Story of ſome ule to our ſelves, to be wiſe at the Ex- 
penſe of others Sufferings, it might be convenient to lay 
open to you the Reaſons, why David built this. Altar, and 
why he rais'd it in this particular Place. 

But, alas! I am call'd off from proſecuting theſe Points. at 
preſent by an Affliction more nearly concerning our ſelves. 
When I firſt made choice of this Paſſage for my Text, I de- 
ſign'd to raiſe a Monument of Gratitude to Divine Mercy 
ſo ſignally diſplay'd to my little-Flock ; with the Pſalmiſt to 
have ſung, The Lo x has been our refuge, and our fortreſs ; 
ow GOD, in whom we had truſted. He hath delivered us 
from the ſnare, and from the noiſoine pefiilence. He hath co- 
ver'd us with his feathers ; and under bis wings have we been 
hidden. We have not been afraid for the terror by night, nor 
for the arrow, that flieth by day : nor for the Peſtilence, that 
walketh in darkneſs ; nor for the deſtruction, that waſteth at 
oon-day. A thouſand have fallen at our fide, and ten thouſand 
at our right hand; and yet it came not nigh us, not near enough 
to hurt us. Ouly with our eys have we beheld and ſeen the re- 
ward of the wicked. The Lox D was vr refuge, even the 
moſt High our habitation. While no evil had befallen us; even 
the the Plague had been within ſome of our dwellings : as if 
he had given his Angels charge over us, to Reep us in all our 
ways. Thus did I flatter my felt to have renew'd our aſſem- 
bling our ſelves together again in the Houſe of Prayer and 
Praiſe with grateful Songs of Joy and Acclamation. 

But—oh ! the ways of Gop are not as our ways ; and 


his thoughts are paſt finding out. Even when the deſtroying 


Angel had been commanded to put up his Sword; ftlay now 
thine hand, it is enoug even in our little hiding-place, 
where one quarter of the Inhabitants had been cut off, when 
all Danger ſeem'd ro have been paſt, and the bitterneſs of 
this odious Death to have been over; in the midſt of Secu- 
Curity, as we vainly thought, have we been taught that nei- 
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ther Time, nor Place, nor Perſon, is Protection from Mor” 
tality. 

Some, perhaps, amongſt us had preſumed too far on hu— 
man prudence ; others, it may be, had thought within then. 
ſelves, that the Turk, and Few, and ſeveral heretical Sect; 
of Chriſtians were Sinners above themſelves, and therefore 
had drank more deeply of the Cup of Affliction : or ſome 
might have truſted too much in their Youth, and ſtrength of 
Conſtitution. All of us, I fear, had been too remits and 
negligent in a holy, religious, faithful Dependance on the 
Almighty. For which of theſe Reaſons, or on what other 
account ſoever, too deep for our Knowledge, Divine Wi!- 
dom hath thought fit to mingle Tears with our Joy, and 
to require our Humiliation in the midſt of our Thankſg- 
ving. For, can a * Member be cut off, and the whole By- 
dy not ſuffer ? Pain and Grief are communicated through- 
out the whole; and every Part ſenſibly ſhares in the At 
fliction. 

Funeral Orations have ſometimes been abuſed to indecent 
Flattery; and, for fear of that imputation, amongſt our 
ſelves of late Years have been very much forborn. But 
when they are apply'd to the right uſe ; when there is not 
Jo much as a Temptation to Flattery ; when the whole Au- 
ditory can entirely judge of the 'Truth of what is ſaid ; when 
a Character worthy ot Imitation is ſet forth in fincerity ; 1 
can't give wholy into the Opinion of laying down ſo anci- 
ent and excellent a Cuſtom, in uſe of old amongſt the wor- 
thyeſt of the Heathen World, in frequent practice amongſt 
the moſt pious of primitive Chriſtians. For ſuch Diſcourſes 
certainly may be of tome Profit to the unconcern'd, of ſome 
Conſolation to the Mourner. The Portraiture of a Friend, 
whom we lov'd, tho' drawn by an unskilful Hand, is valued 
for its reſemblance ; and the Sight of it indeed may renew 
our grief, and yet yield ſome pleaſure : At once it may re- 
vive, and ſooth our Sorrows together. | 

Indulge to me a little then, my Friends and Brethren |! it 
I attempt ſomething of this kind, as the laſt proof of my 
Eſteme for one, whom, I own, I loved. And, if a Tea 
ſhould eſcape me, ſay with the Fews, on a greater Occaſion 
indeed, Bebold ! how he loved him 


There 
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There may be laid down a good Maxim of Converſation ; 
Of the abſent, ſay nothing but what is good : and another Rule 
of Integrity 3 Of no one ſay any thing, but the truth. And 
the Concluſion from theſe two may be the Reaſon, why the 
upright Man with ſo much care avoids the Employment 
of ſetting forth the Praiſes of the Dead. He k;159595 u good, 
and will {ay no harm; and therefore chuſes to ſay nothing 
ut all. But, bleſſed be God, this is not our Caſe : Of many 
Virtues in the Youth deceaſed, of no one Vice, have we all 
been witnefles : to many of his Perfections in a conſpicuous 
degree, to Failings few, and thoſe but flight we can't re- 
file our Teſtimony. 

His whole Deportment gave proof of a virtuous, religi- 
ous, modeſt, prudent, genteel, manly Education. By the 
Fruit on the Branches you may judge of the Goodneſs and 

uality of the Root and Stock. 

With what Prudence, Induſtry and Judgment, did he ear- 
ly apply himſelf to Buſineſs ; at an Age chiefly delighted in 
juvenile Diverſions and Amuſements ? He wanted not a juſt 
Relliſh of theſe with a conſtant Regard to the more impor- 
tant Affairs of his Calling: remarkably preferring his duty 
to his delight. 

His Behavior towards his Superiors, either in Dignity or 
Years, wanted not a becoming Humility : He knew well 
enough to diſtinguiſh between a decent Deference, and an 
awkard Croutching. Mean-bred Baſeneſs, and inſolent Pride 
are equally ſtrangers to a liberal Spirit. 

His Converſation was eaſy, free, innocent and engaging : 
for Good-nature ſweeten'd all he ſaid. Chearfulneſs and 
Mirth rarely betray'd him into Levity ; never, as I knew, 
into Indecency. When in diſcourſe Arguments have run 
high, and Diſputes ariſen to an unfriendly warmth ; with 
what concern would he endeavor, with what witty turns 
would he try to divert the contending Parties by drawing 
them off inſenſibly to ſome more agreable Subject? Some 
degrees of Poſitiveneſs are allmoſt inſeparably annexed to 
Youth ; and if he wanted not his ſhare of this common Pail- 
ing, yet was he ſo much upon the guard, that it ſeldom 


prov'd offenſive. 
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He had contracted Friendſhips with many, and Enmity 

with none. He had avoided either giving or taking any the 
leaſt diſguſts : his own univerſal Benevolence made him to 
be beloved by all that knew him. Even Strangers ever did, 
and ever will ſpeak of him with Tenderneſs of Reſpect, and 
Regard. 
Sobriety was a Virtue ſo deeply rooted in him, that i: 
was grown habitual ; a ſecond Nature to him : and if ever } 
he departed but a little from its ſtricteſt Rules, he plainiy - } 
ſhew'd it to be a Force and Violence on his Inclination. 

The Inſtruction, which St. Paul gave to Timothy for : 
worthy Diſcharge of his Epiſcopal Duty, one might inia- 
gine had been laid down by himſelf, as an unalterable Rul: 
of his own Conduct. Let no man deſpiſe thy youth : but + 
thou an example of the believers, in Mord, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. Nor need any of vs 
all be aſhamed to confeſs, that he deſerv'd to be an Example 
to the oldeſt, and the beſt of us all. 

At an Age, when multitudes of Errors. and Indiſcretions 
are overlookt, as chargeable on Youth ; even before the 
Age, when our Laws allow us to write our ſelves Men; be 
wanted no ſuch Excuſe : He prevented the wiſdom of th: 
Laws, and ſhew'd himſelf a MAN ; and that a Man of Bu- 
ſineſs, to the Advantage and Satisfaction of ſome of the 
chief Traders in our Nation; and they Cas better Judges 
herein than I) would, I queſtion not, bear witneſs to this 
truth, 

Some are ready to form their Judgments on Perſons by 
their laſt End. A fallacious, dangerous Rule. But allow 
the Rule in the Caſe before us ; and ſuch a Judgment would 
be paſs'd highly in favor of the deceaſed. For, with ſince- 
rity I can ſay, in the courſe of fixteen Years of my Mini- 
ſtry, I never yet attended one on this melancholy occaſion, 
as it is generally eſteen'd, whoſe Comportment was more 
Manly,. and more Chriſtian-like together. 

He wanted not the holy Prophet with a Meſſuge ; Set 
thine Houſe in order, for thou ſhalt dy, and not live. While 
his Indiſpoſition was ſo light, as none about him were ap- 
prehenſive of his danger, but himſelf ; on his own accord, 
without the leaſt hint given him by another, he ſettled his 

| worldly 
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worldly Affairs, not without Expreſſions of ſome concern, 
that he had omitted that great Buſy neſs ſo long. 

Then with deſire, I may ſay, did he deſire to expreſs his 
Hope, and Truſt, and Faith in the Savior of the World by 
Participation of that commemorative Sacrifice, Which the 
Faithfull celebrate as the diſtinguiſhing Teſt of their Reli- 
gion. At the ſame time with Sorrow he lamented his R e- 
miſsneſs in not attending on this Holy Service with ſuch 
conſtancy, as, he owned, he ought to have done in time of 
Health. But for the future he was reſolved, and I queſtion 
not, but he would have made good his Reſolution, to allow 
himſelf no Excuſe, no, not that powerfull one of Example, 
for a longer Neglect of that ſolemn Duty. 

Henceforward he gave himſelf up to Prayer, truſting in 
the good Providence of his Creator, either to reſtore him to 
his former Health, or to take him to himſelf; frequently 
with gratitude acknowledging the divine Mercy in preſer- 
ving his Senſes, Memory, and Judgement during his whole 
Sickneſs : and theſe he retain'd entire till within a very few 
Hours of his laſt. 

He diſcover'd, it is true, even from the beginning an 
unaccountable Suſpicion of his own Danger. But this might 
argue no indecent Pear : It might rather be a Proof of Con- 
ſtancy and Courage: Like the skillfull Commander, who 
foreſeeing a Storm, with Care and Reſolution gives all ne- 
ceſſary Orders for the Safety of the Veſſel, with readyneſs 
waits the Attack, and, ſtill neglecting nothing, that human 
Prudence may direct, truſts the reſt to the Guidance of Pro- 
\idence. | 

No uneaſy Murmurs, no Repinings were heard to come 
out of his mouth. O! my Poor Father / was the chief La- 
mentation he utter'd. His Reverence of his Parents was 
founded in grateful Affection rather, than Duty. His Obe- 
tence was the Offspring of Love. 

But Grief allows not Eloquence; a few Hints therefore 
have T only dropt, which may eafily be improved by them, 
who know their Truth. I will only ſay then. Thus lived, 
and thus died this Prudent, Virtuous Goon YouNG MAN, 
and we, who ſurvive, live to bewail his Lofs : His Loſs, did 
I fay? I mean our own. 'Thus we part with our Friends 
turning to their native Land, and yet can we not but re- 
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joice to hear of their ſafe Arrival. True Friendſhip pre— 
ters the Happineſs of our Friends to our own Satis 
faction. 

And now, ſince the Chaſtiſements of our Heavenly Pa- 
ther are ever deſign'd for our Good, are intended to our 
Amendment, Let us make the right Ule of this, which hath 
befallen us. Truſt not therefore, my Brethren, in you; 
Youth, or Birth, or Wealth, or Prudence, no! not in Piet 
and Virtue themſelves ; they are no Security againſt tlie 
Power of Death. 

In this State of Uncertainty then, what have we more tr 
do, but ſo to order our Converſation, as never to be found 
unprovided ? True Courage and Prudence are incapable of : 
Surprize. Nothing comes ſudden to them, they expect, 
becauſe they know the worſt that can befall them: Theſe 
are that invincible Armor againſt Death, and all its au— 
full Conſequences. They have, and they ought indeed to 
have their Terrors; but the Wiſe and the Good may take 
from them all their preternatural Ghaſtlyneſs and Horror, by 
a conſtant Watchfullneſs. 

Honeſty and Juſtice demand, that all our worldly Affairs 
Mould continually be found in ſuch a Poſture, that our own 
Death, tho? ever fo ſudden, ſhould be no Damage nor In- 
jury to others. A due Affection and regard for our Family, 
Relations, and Friends, require the ſame Conduct. 

A Senſe of a future State ought to be a conſtant Check 
upon all our Actions: Every Time we celebrate the Funer: 
of a Friend, we can't, one would think, forbear to have 
very ſerious Thoughts of our own, to remind us of making 
proper Proviſions tor that great Change. 

Whatever ſome may ſay, and others write about Preya- 
rations for Death, I know no other, but a ſteddy Courſe 0! 
Piety, Faith, and Virtue: And this is truly ſuch a Prepars- 
tive, as defies the moſt violent ſudden Shock. The G 009 
Man is always ready with an holy Aſſurance to anſwer to thc 
moſt unexpected Call, I come, O! Bleſſed LORD: I an 
ready, O! my Gov, to perform thy Will: Receive my 
Soul, O! thou Holy Saviour of Mankind, and place it in 
thoſe Manſions, which thou haſt prepared for the Faithfull 
before the Foundation of the World. 


Having 
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Having thus paid this Debt of Friendſhip to the Departed 
taus performed the laſt Act of Juſtice due to him, let us re- ; 
turn to the Argument, whence we have gone aſide a little, | 
and conſider the Reaſon for the Royal Penitents building 
his Altar; and examine why he choſe to raiſe it in that Par- 
ticular Place: And the Reaſons on each Account might 
have been theſe. 


| | 
Firſ!, That he might thereon make a Burnt-Offering of Serm. II. 
Attonement. | 


Secondly, That he might offer a Peace-Offering of 
Thankſgiving. 


Thirdly, That he might at the ſame Time erect a Mo- 
nument of Divine Judgment and Mercy. 


He cauſed it to be built in that Particular Place for 'Three 
Reaſons alſo. As, 


Firſt, Becauſe it was expreſsly appointed there by God 
himſelf. | 


Secondly, Becauſe he could not with Safety go to the eſta- U 
bliſhed Place of Worſhip. 


Thirdly, Becauſe a ſtop was put in a remarkable Manner 
to this ſad Viſitation, juſt in this Place. 


Each of theſe Reaſons, on both Accounts, may afford us 
a Remark applicable to our ſelves as Chriſtians, met in the 
Houſe of God, to return him Thanks and Praiſe for our 
Safety and Deliverance from the Dangers with which we have 


dhen ſurrounded. 


Firſt, then, David built this Altar, that he might thereon 
make a Burnt-Offering for Attonement. He was now 2 
ſenſible of his own Sin as well, as of the general Wickedneſs 


of the Nation: He now felt the chaſtizing Hand of incenſed 
I: Omni- 


———— — 
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Omnipotence: For a Good Prince ever bears his Part in the 
Calamitys of his People, as an affectionate Parent alway; 
has his Share in the Afflictions of his Family. At this T ime 
then, while deeply toucht with his own and the common Ini 
quity, directed by one of G o p's Prophets, he builds an A]. 
tar tor a Sacrifice of Attonement. 

As Sacrifices allmoſt from the beginning of the World 
were eſteemed as the Means of appeaſing Divine Vengeance, 
and reconciling the offended Deity, ſo the Almighty him- 
ſelf in great Condeſcenſion to Man's Weakneſs, not only al- 
lows this Method of Pacification, but preſcribes it even with 
the minuteſt Circumſtances of performing it appointed by 
himſelf. | 

Not but that the Royal Pſalmiſt on other Occaſions knew 
full well, and endeavour'd to teach the People as much, that 
theſe Sacrifices had no real intrinſic Worth in themſelves, 
had no propitiatory Virtue in their own Nature, all their 
Prevalence, all their Efficacy depended on Divine Appoint- 
ment; and they were accepted purely as Arguments of Obe— 
dience, and Tokens of Repentance. 

For at another 'Time in his particular Caſe he implores 
Divine Mercy and Pardon in quite another Strain : Ha 
me throughly from mine Iniquity, and cleanſe me from my Sin, 
for I acknowledge my Tranſgreſſions, and my Sin is ever before 
me. Thou deſireſt no Sacrifice, elſe would I give it thee. Thou 
delighteſt not in Burnt-offerings. The Sacrifices of God are q 
broken Spirit, a broken and a Contrite Heart, O God! thor 
wilt not deſpiſe. 

In another Pſalm he introduces the Allmighty asking in 
an expoſtulatory Stile. e eat the Fleſh of Bulls, or 
drink the Blood of Goats? offer unto & o D Thankſgiving, aud 
pay thy Vows unto the mcſt High. Call upon me in the Day of 
Trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. 

'God is Spirit, and they that Worſhip him, muſt Worſhip 
him in Spirit and in Truth. All true acceptable Service 
then muſt flow from the Heart, be the reſult of right 
Reaſon inſtructed, influenced, actuated by Divine Grace. 

But yet as bearing with human Infirmitys he rejecteth not 
outward, carnal Ordinances, when comply'd with in Obedi- 
ence to Divine, or Human Laws, when Humility Love and 
Faith Sanctify the Action. Thus in the Profane TInſurreftion 
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of Crab, Dathan, and Aviram, when the infatuated People 
murmured at their tremendous, but deſerved End, when theſe 
their Murmurings provoked the Almigbtys Wrath againſt 
them, and brought down the Plague upon them for their Pu- 
wihment, Moſes orders the High Prieſt to take Incenſe, aud 
make an Atonement. And Aaron took, as Moſes commanded, 
and ran into the midſt of the Congregation, and behold the 
Plague was begun among the People, and he put on In- 
zenſe , and made an Attonement for the People. And he 
Puod between the Dead and the Living, and the Plague was 
{ta d. 

f In like Manner David and the Elders of the People hum- 
ded themſelves before the moſt high G op, offered the ap- 
pointed Burnt- offering for Attonement, their Sacrifice was 
accepted, the Lo ND was entreated for the Land, and the 
Plague was ſtayed from 1/rae?. 


Secondly, 'The Second Reaſon of building this Altar, was 
for a Peace-offering of Thankſgiving. The Difference be- 
tween the Burnt-offering of Attonement, and the Peace- 
offering of Thankſgiving may be learnt in Leviticus. This 
is the Law of the Sacrifice of Peace-offerings, which be ſhall 
offer unto the Lord. If he offer it for a T hankſgiving, then 
he ſhall offer it with the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving unlea- 
vened Cakes mingled with Oy!, and wnleavened Wafers 
anciuted with Oyl, aad Cakes mingled with Oyl of fine Flour, 
fryed. Beſides the Cakes he ſhall offer for his Offering leaven- 
ed Bread with the Sacrifice of Thankſgtving of his Peace. 
offering. 

That the Peace-offerings- in the Caſe before us were de- 
ſigned as a Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, the Collector of the 

bronicles intimates to us very ſtrongly in Araunab's Anſwer 

to the King. I give thee the Ox for Burnt-offeriags, and 
the threſbing Inſtruments for Wood , and the Wheat for the 
Meat-offerings. 

We may obſerve then, that the principal internal Virtues 
of this Public Service, were the Efficacy of Prayer and 
Praiſe, Interceſſion and Thankſgiving couched under 
the External Form of Burnt-offerings, and Peace-offer- 
ings: And during his Sacrifice of Burnt-offering be 


wag given to know , that he and his Sacrifice were ac 
. cepted,.. 
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cepted, For the Lo x D anſwered him from Heaven by Fi, 


upon the Altar of Burnt-offering. A miraculous Teſtimony 01 
Divine Approbation. 


Thirdly, A Third Reaſon for building this Altar migb. 
be for a Monument of Divine Judgment and Mercy tore. 
ther. Altars erected by war of Memorial, were frequen: 
among the Ancients of all Nations. Nor want we fon: 
Marks of this Uſe in the Sacred Books. Thus Facob took the 
Stones, which he had uſed as a Pillow whereon to Sleep, nn: 
ſet them up for a Pillar, and poured Oyl upon the top of it «wit! 
a Vow, that that Stone, which he had ſet for a Pillar, ſho! 


Gen, 31. thereafter be Gop's Ho us E. Thus when Laban and Fact 


took their laſt Leave of one another, they raiſed an Hcap 
Stones whereon they Eat, and whereon they offered Sacrifice, 
ſaying this Heap be Witneſs, and this Pillar be Witneſs be- 


Joſh. 22. tween us this Day. When the Reubenites, whoſe Allorinc: 


was on other Side Fordan, were reproved, and threatned ci, 
Har aud Ruin by the other Tribes, for having built them as 
Altar in the Land of their Poſſeſſions, they pleaded their Ini 
cence, and juſtify the Fact, by alledging what they had bui!!, 
was neither for Burnt-offerings, nor for Sacrifices. God forbia, 
ſay they, that wwe ſhould rebell againſt the Lok D, and tur; 
this Day from following the Lo x D to build an Altar for Burm— 
offerings, for Meat-offerings or for Sacrifices, beſides the Altar 
of the LokxnD OUR Go p, that is before bis Tabernacle, 
but that it might be a Witneſs between Us, and Ton, and Ou, 
Generations after us, &c. . 

This Altar then of David built on the Threſhing-floor of 
Araunah did ſerve indeed at that Time, and on that Occi- 
ſion for Burnt-offerings of Attonement, and Peacc-offerings 
of Thankſgiving ; but in After-times, when that firſt Occi- 
ſion was removed, it might remain only as a Monument of 
the King's and People's Offence againſt the moſt High, ot 
the ſevere Chaſtiſement of their Tranſgreſſions, and of the 
Allmighty's remembring Mercy in the midſt of Judgment 
Having thus aſſigned ſome Reaſons of the Altar's being 
built, we will alſo enquire a little into the Reaſons of its be— 
ing built in this particular Place. 


Firſt, 


F 
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Firſt, The Firſt Reaſon propoſed was, becauſe it was ex- 
preſsly appointed by God himſelf : Otherwiſe this great 
King, himſelf a Prophet, might not have erected an Altar 
for Sacrifice. 

The "Tabernacle of the Lo R D, which Moſes made in the 
Wilderneſs, and the Altar of the Burnt-offering were at that 
Seaſon in the High-place at G@zbcon, and thither were the 
Tribes obliged to go up to Worlhip, to pay their Vows, and 
offer their Sacrifices of Attonement and "Thankſgiving, both 
to keep up a ſtrict Unitormity of 8 thro-out the 
Land, and to prevent all Kinds and Degrees of Idolatrous 
Innovation. 

Without any Derogation then from the Regal Supremacy 
in Religious Affairs, a Power exerciſed by this King him- 
ſelf, as appears at Large in the Firſt Book of Chronicles, 
Chapters 16, 23, 24, 25, and 26. without any Diminution 
I fay of the Royal Authority, a new Altar might not have 
been built by the King himſelf in a Place different from the 
National and eſtabliſhed One. This was reſerved by God 
as a Peculiar of Divine Prerogative: No! not the Prince, 
and Prieſts, and People together might change this Funda- 
mental Law of their Conſtitution, becauſe appointed by an 
Authority above the Controll of Human Power. 

This was a conſiderable Part in that great Sin of 7ero- 
boam, whereby he made {/rae} to Sin, mentioned in Sacred 
Story, as an Eternal Reproach on his Name and Memory. 
He made Two Calves of Gold, and ſaid unto the People, it is 
too much for you to go up to Feruſalem, behold thy Gods! O! 
Iſrael! and he ſet the one in Bethel, and the other in Dan: 


And this Thing became a Sin, for the People went to Worſhip 


before the one even unto Dan. Aud be offered upon the Altar, 
which he had made in Bethel, the Fifteenth Day of the 


Eighth Month, even in the Month which be had deviſed in his 


own Heart, and ordained a Feaſt unto the Children of Iſrael, 
and he offered upon the Altar, and burnt Incenſe. The Divine 
Diſpleaſure was immediately manifeſted againſt this unhal- 
lowed Altar, when in the very next Paſſage we find it rent 
in Pieces in a miraculous Manner, and the King's Hand 
as wonderfully withered, when he ſtretched it out to lay 


hold on the Prophet. Here was, it's true, Idolatry mix'd 
D with 


26 


1 


n 


1 Kings 
16. 


ſhip the God of Vrael. 
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with thoſe profane Innovations: But the drawing off the 
People from going up to Feruſalem to Worſhip at the ap- 
pointed ſolemn Seaſons, the erecting new Altars in Op- 
poſition to the National one are no ſmall Parts of his 
Crime. 

Judah alſo about the ſame Time is reproved for the ſame 
Sin, and reproached with the like Folly: For they builr 
them high Places, and Images, and Groves, on every High 
Hill, and under every Green Tree, wherein they are ſaid to 
have done Evil in the Sight of the Lox p, and to have pro- 
voked him to Jealouly with their Sins. So ſoon after the 
building of the Temple had the whole Nation departed from 
the Law of the moſt High. 

In the beginning of Solomon's Reign we are told that 
the People ſacrificed in high Places, becauſe there was no 
Houſe built unto the Name of the Lord until thoſe Days. 
How far the Captivity of the Ark might juſtify this Practice 
by the Argument of Neceſſity, until it was brought back 
by David, I ſhant determine. But it ſeems to have given 
Riſe to theſe high Places, at leaſt to have been their Ex- 
cuſe. However, the King himſelf we are told went to 
Gil eon, to Sacrifice there, for that was the great high Place. 
That was the great high Place, becauſe the 'Tabernacle of 
the Lo RD which Mo/es made in the Wilderneſs, and the 
Altar of the Burnt-offering were at that Seaſon in the high 
Place at Gibeon, as we are informed by the Holy Chrono- 
loger in the Caſe before us: And there it remained until 
brought up by Solomon and the whole People, and placed in 
the Temple built unto the Name of the Lord. It was this 
Altar then, and the Ark of the Covenant, that may have 


been eſteemed as the Conſecration of the Temple it ſelt, 


for while the Ark, and the Altar remained there, their 
Burnt-offerings and their Sacrifices of every Kind were right- 


ly and legally performed, according to the everlaſting Edict 
recited betore. 


It was therefore for the Sake, and on Account of the 
Ark and the Altar that Fera/alem it ſelf was accounted Ho- 


ly, that the Temple was Holy, and the Reſting-Place of 
the Ark was the Holyeſt of Holys: And while theſe were 


preſerved, hither were the Tribes obliged to come and Wor- 


Nothing 
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Nothing leſs therefore than an immediate Appointment 
from God himſelf, could have been a Juſtification for 
David's erecting an Altar whereon to offer Burnt-offer- 
ings, and Peace-offerings in the threſhing Floor of 
Araiinan. 


Secondly, A Second Reafon for building this Altar in that 
Place, notwithſtanding the Law againſt it, a Law in 
Force till a Superior Power had diſpenſed with it, was, 
becauſe he could not ſafely go to the eſtabliſhed Place 
of Public Worſhip, which was at G7beou, for there was 
the Tabernacle, and there was the Altar of Burnt-offer- 
ing: But thither he coud not go to enquire of G o p, for he 
was affraid, becanſe of the Sword of the Angel of the Lox 5. 
An Expreſhon denoting the Peſtilence to have been in that 
Place. 

Behold here the Clemency, the Compaſſion, the Good- 
neſs of our Heavenly Father. He will diſpenſe with his 
own Laws, he will fend his Holy Prophet with the Diſpen— 
ſation, he will ſuperſede, and ſuſpend the effential Law 
of his everlaſting Covenant, a Law to be obſerved by the 
People of Fudah and Jſracl, as long as they ſhould remain 
2 People. He would himſelf propoſe the Expedient , 
whereby they might ſhew their Piety to Heaven, with- 
out any Danger or Prejudice to their Safety. To ſhew us, 
that RELIGION fever was deſign'd to be a Vexation, a 
Torment, and a Snare to Mankind. The Great God, but 
not more Great than Good, would not oblige the Prince, 
and Prieſts, and People to carry up their Offerings of At- 
tonement, and their Sacrifices of Thankſgiving to the high 
Place in Gibeon, to the Altar of the Tabernacle, as by his 
own poſitive Law, they ought to have done. He would 
rather ſhew Mercy than demand Sacrifice: Nor ſhould his 
Worſhip ever ly under the Reproach of being burthenſome 
and dangerous to Human Wellfare. 

Some in the Simplicity of their Zeal, and others in the 
Diſſimulation of their Hearts might have faid, Gibeon is 
the eſtabliſhed Place of Worſhip, thither ought we to go 
up, and the Service of God is to be preferred to our Safety, 
or our Lives. But eternal Truth, Goodneſs, and Wiſdome 
will correct the Superſtition of the one, and reprove the 

D 2 | Hypo- 
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Hypocriſy of the others: To ſhew that REAL and unfeign- 
ed Neceſſity is not ſo much an Excuſe, as a Juſtification 
of the Omiſſion of ſeveral Points, which in other Caſes, and 
under different Circumſtances would have been our bounden 
Duty. 

Had not the Prophet appointed in this extraordinary 
Manner, where this Attonement ſhould have been built, the 
ſorrowing afflicted Prince, with the Elders of the Congre- 
gation, cloathed in Sackcloth, inſtead of fine Linen, and 
{prinkled with Aſhes inſtead of precious Ointments, as 
Manifeſtation of their Gricf, Miſery, and Woe, might have 
humbled themſelves with Prayer and Faſting, and hay 
made their Supplication, and Interceſſion in the moſt pou- 
crtul Manner, tbat their Sorrow and their Penitence mig: 
have ſuggeſted ; but an A AR they might not have raiſcd. 
And they might have ſaid, who knoweth, but the Lord 
may be entreated without the Solemnity of a Burnt-offer- 
ing? This they muſt have done rather, than with the im- 
patient, improvident Saul to have forced themſelves, and 
have offered an unacceptable Burnt-offering in an unlawtu!! 
Manner. Had their penitent Crys been heard and the Lord 
by ſome exaraordinary Sign had diſcovered, that his ficrce 
Wrath was turn'd away, they might have offered their Sa- 
crifices of 'Thankſgivings in the Joy of their Hearts, with 
the Praiſes and Acclamations of their Mouths : But even 
this their Pious Gratitude would not have juſtified them 
in building an unauthorized Altar for their Peace-oftering : 


For this they muſt have tarryed, till they could with Sate- 


1 Sam. 15. 
22. 


ty have paid their Vows at the appointed Place. No Prc- 
tenſe of Religion therefore can juſtify Men, when it 
performed in Oppoſition to juſt Authority. To obey 7s better 
than Sacrifice, and to harken than the Fat of Rams, is a 
ſtanding Rule, and an uncontroulable Law in all Religious 
Affairs. 

In Regard therefore to the Safety of his Worſhippers, to 
teſtify his gracious Acceptance of their Humiliation, and t0 
indemnity them in going contrary to the Laws in Force, did 
the Allmighty direct that Altar to be built in that particu 


* 


lar Place. 


T. hit Aly, 
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Thirdly, The Third Reaſon intimated was, becauſe here 
in a particular Manner a moſt remarkable- Stop Was put to 
this ſevere Viſitation. Here it was, that David litt up his 
Eyes, and ſaw the Angel of the Lord ſtand between the 
iarth and the Heaven, having a drawn Sword in his Hand, 
ſtretched out over Feruſalem. Here David and the Elders 
of VJrael cloathed in Sackcloath, fell upon their Faces, hum- 
bled themſelves, and made Interceſſion for the People. 
Here the Angel of Deſtruction received that mercytul Coun- 
termand, ſtay now thy Hand, it is enough. Here he was 
forbid to ſpread Ruine any farther, was denied Entrance 
into Feruſalem. A Place then it was worthy of Religi- 
ous Regard, and Holy Obſervation. A Place to be remem- 
bred with Awe and Gratitude by the preſent and future 
Generations. 

Man's Memory, alas! is very frail, and ſhort in recording 
and reconciling Divine Judgements and Mercys. While 
they ſee the chaſtizing Hand of Heaven lifted up, and the 
Terrors of the Lord ſurrounding them, while their Fears 
prevail; while they feel the Weight of preſent Afﬀictions, 
and have Reaſon to apprehend more and worſe to come; 
while Grief and Dread take Poſſeſſion of their Souls, what 
Vows and Reſolutions will they not make? How ardent 


are their Prayers? How ſtrong their Crys? With how 


vehement a Leal do they offer up their Supplications ? 
What Signs of a lively Compunction, and Humiliation 


do they not diſcover in all that they fay, in all that they 


do? 
While the immediate Proſpect of a Shipwreck is before 


the Mariner's Eyes, when human Skill has done it's utmoſt, 
Man's Strength begins to fail, then with what Fervor does 
he call, Lo R p have Mercy on us! his Voice is heard: The 
Storm abates, a favourable Gale ariſes, and carryeth the 
Veſſo] ſafe to its wiſh'd for Port: But then alas! How im- 


mediately are his Vows and Danger forgotten together? 


Both owing to the Tempeſt ; both of the ſame Dura- 


tion. : 
When the Mercys of the moſt High glare directly in our 


Eyes with ſo ſtrong à Light, that we can't corbear to be- 


hold and admire them, a Pious Gratitude may enflame our 
Hearts, 
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Hearts, and break out into Holy Acclamations of Joy and 
Praiſe. But the devout Rapture paſles like a Flaſh of Ligh:. 
ning, and our Deliverance is hardly longer liv'd in our Hie 
mory. One fingle Day has been otten known too long fon 
this Holy Ecſtaly to continue. 

In all Ages and Nations therefore has it been thought 
convenient to erect laſting Monuments of ſignal Blefling, 
as near, as may be to the Place where they were beſtowed 
in ſome remarkable manner: and then by Tradition from 
Father to Son, as in the Caſe of the twelve Stones taken 
out of Fordan, and placed on the other fide, thro Succe!- 
ſion of many Ages, or by Inſcription by tar the ſurer and 
more laſting Memorial to perpetuate the Mercy ſo re- 
corded. 

Thus when any ſhould paſs by and ask, What meancth 
this Altar? and why was it erected here? it might be an- 
ſwer'd them, or they might read themſelves, in ſuch a 
Reign and in ſuch a Year, on ſuch an Occaſion the Lon 
was provoked againſt his People; and in "Teſtimony of his 
wrath he ſent amongſt them a Peſtilence for three Days, 
which deſtroy'd joooo Men: But here juſt in this Place 
the Prince and Elders humbled themſelves in behalf of the 
People: their Supplication was heard; and the Lok D d 
entreated for the Land : For on this very Spot, that Deluge 
of Deſtruction had Bounds ſet to its Rage, and ſuffer'd to 
go no farther ; for here the Plague ceaſed. 

In this manner this Altar might have been a Sign to all 
that ſhould be born thereafter, that they might know the 
Judgements of God, ſtand in aw, and ſin not in like manner: 
might learn at the ſame time the abundant Mercy of God, 
and behold, admire, adore, and praiſe his Goodneſs. 


Thus have I offer'd ſome Reaſons for building this Altar, 
and for erecting it in this Place ; and every Reaſon in each 
reſpe& may afford us a Subject of Meditation applicable to 
our ſelves, of uſe in our own Conduct. 


Firſt, When we are ſenſible of Divine Wrath , we may 


hence learn, how we may turn it away, and reconcile 
our ſelyes to the offended Majeſty of Heaven, 


2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, When Mercy follows Judgement in what manner 
we may ſhew a truly religious Gratitude. 


Thirdly, How we may perpetuate the Memory of great 
Bleſſings. > 


Fourthly, That our Thankſgivings of Praiſe ought to be 
celebrated in the Holy Places. 


Fiftbly, That Public Worſhip in Caſes of Rear. Neceſſity 
may be ſuſpended for a while without offence to true 
Religion. | 


Sixthly, That we ought in the beſt manner we are able to 
fix in our Memorys the Mercys of God, 


Firſt, Theſe Remarks or Inferences ariſe from Analogy, 
and depend on a Parity of Reaſon. As firſt, David was ſen- 
ſible of his Guilt ; he and the People felt the weight of Di- 
vine Judgement, and apply'd themſelves to the 'Throne of 
Grace for Mercy and Pardon. They humbled themſelves, 
and made their Offering of Attonement. In like manner all 
true Worſhippers of God, when they are conſcious of ha- 
ving offended the Allmighty, and of having provoked his 
wrath, and are now ſuffering for their Crimes, ought to en- 
deavor in the beſt manner they are able to reconcile theme 
{elves to the Deity, to turn away his fierce Anger, and to 
recover his Favor and Protection. | 

The King of T/ael according to the Method preſcrib'd 
by God himſelf, and then in uſe thro-out moſt Parts of the 
World firſt humbles himſelf, and then offers his Sacrifice of 
Atronement. 

But we have No ALTAR ; all kinds of Sacrifices are 
now aboliſhed amongſt us. Our great High-Prieſt, to whom 
alone of all his 'Tribe the Title or Office of rieſthood was 
ever given, has put an end for ever to this Sit of Devo- 
tion. For by bis O N E Oblation of himſelf NC Z ered 
be bath made a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Ollations 


aud Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole World, His Bod 
once 


Oun. 
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once ſhed, that precious Blood of a Value infinitely beyond 
all the Blood of Beaſts let out in Sacrifice fince the Founc.. 
tion of the World, hath aboliſhed all Sacrifices of Blood 
from that Time to the utmoſt Duration of the World. 
Ho fond ſoever therefore great Part, by far the greater 
Part of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, are of the Title of Prieſts, 
what pains ſoever they take to Juſtify their ALTARS & 
their own erecting, there is no Foundation for either in 
Scripture : The Goſpel knows neither of them in the true, 
ſtrict, literal, genuine Senſe of thoſe words. 
For the Apoſtle ſays even of our great High-Prieſt hin- 
Heb. 8. ſelf; If he were on Earth he ſhould not be a Prieſt ; but le 
hath obtain'd a more excellent Miniſtry. And had the anci- 
ent Fathers in their Reply to the Heathen, who objected to 
them the Irregularity of their Prieſthood for want of Sacri- 
fices and Altars, inſiſted on this their more excellent Mini- 
ſtry alſo, they had not given Riſe and Occaſion to thoſe in- 
finite Abſurditys contained in the Doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. There had then been no need to maintain the Vali- 
dity of their Prieſthood, and the Sanctity of their Altars on 
the Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; a Sacrifice, 
when once made, never to be repeated. 
It would have been much more to their purpoſe to have 
2 Cor. 3. argued with the Apoſtle: He hath made us MINISTERS 
6, 7, 8. of the new Teſiament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit. If 
the Miniſtration of Death was glorious, how fhall not the Miii- 
ftration of the Spirit be rather glorious © The Foundation of 
their Altars had been better lain, and their Inſtitution much 
more rational and pious, had they likewiſe argued with the 
Heb. 13, ſame Apoſtle ; We have an Altar, and a High-Prieft ; y 
bim therefore let us offer the Sacrifice of PRAISE to God 
continually, that is the fruit of our LIPS giving thanks tv 
bis name. 
In this high, exalted ſpiritual Senſe, the Title of Prieſts 
and the Name of Altar might have been received, uſed, and 
maintain'd without offenſe. They might have taken exam- 


a 
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are of God, who hath reconciled us to him by Feſus Chriſt, aud 
bath given to us the MINISTRY of RECONCIL 14- 
TION. Pray! what was the Deſign now either of Prieſt 
| of 


2 Cor. 5. ple by St. Paul in another place, and have urged ; AU things I 
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or Altar, but to be of uſe in reconciling a ſinful People to 
an offended Go p? 


And how this Reconciliation ſhould be made in Caſes of 
like nature with that before us, our Heavenly Father him- 


ſelf hath taught us by his Prophet Joel. Therefore alſo now Chap. z. 


ſaith the Lo Rx D, Turn ye even to me with all your heart, and 
with faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning ; and rent 
your hearts, aud not your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God : for he is gracious and mereyfull. Blow the Trum= 
pet in Sion, ſauctiſy a faſ?, call a ſolemn Aſſembly : gather the 
People, ſauctiſy the Congregation, aſſemble the Elders. Let the 
PRIESTS the MINISTERS of the Lox D weeep 
between the Porch and the Altar, aud ſay, Spare thy people, O 
LoxD! Then will the Loxy be jealons for bis land, and 
pity his people. 

This is a Pattern for Public Humiliation worthy to be 
obſerved in all Ages and Nations of the World ; it is a ra- 
tional Service ſuited to the Nature of the Eternal Spirit of 
Truth, and . Wiſdom, Purity, and Goodneſs : There's no— 
thing wanting of true devout Solemnity ; and ſuch ſpiritual 
Sacrifices as theſe, thus religiouſly perform'd are more well 
pleaſing to Gov, than all whole Burnt-offerings of Attone- 
ment. 


Secondly : As David, when he found his Sacrifice to have 
been accepted, and the LO ND to be entreated for the 
Land, offer'd Peace-offerings of Thankſgivings; ſo, when 
Mercy follows Judgement let us conſider how we may ſhey 
a truly religious Gratitude. 

Heaven wants our 'Thanks no more, than our Offerings. 
The Happyneſs of Man is conſulted while the Glory of 
God is propos'd ; even the Chaſtiſements of our Father are 
deſign'd for our well fare, to open our Eys, that we may ſee 
our Folly and our Danger together, how cloſe the one pre 
ſes on the other. Judgements are directed to make us wiſer 
and better; if they prove our Correction, they ſhall not be 
our Puniſhment. When a ſincere Diſpoſition of returning 
from our Errors is manifeſted by our Con duct, Mercy im- 
mediately diſplays its Glory; and that Go p, wit) whom 15 


#0 variableneſs or ſhadow of change, is ſaid in Scripture {tile 
to 
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to repent him- of the Evil inflicted allready, and threaten'q 
farther. Thus the Parent, whoſe Wiſdom and Affection 
are a mutual Check upon each other, rejoices to ſee the re. 
turning Prodigal, and even weeps to remember the Seve- 
rity, that he had been forc'd to uſe to reduce him to his right 
Senſes : He forgets his Anger, and his Love excedes his 
Wrath. But then it is expected, that the future Behavior 
be ſuitable to his Confeſſions, Acknowledgements and Pro- 
miſes, that his external Actions declare the internal Grati— 
tude of his Heart : And this, we may fear, has been a con- 
tinual Defect in all Public, National Thankſgivings. 
Whole Rivers of Blood have run about the Altars in 
former Times: Large Heaps of Incenſe have darken'd the 
Sun with Clouds of Perfume; and the Acclamations of the 
People have rent the Sky with their joyfull Reſoundings of 
Thanks and Praiſe. Thus in modern Times, and in Chri- 
ſtian Countrys with what ſolemn Pomp, and majeſtic Proce!- 
ſion have Prince and People in holy Congregation aſſemble: 
themſelves in the Houſe of God? With what outward De- 
votion of Prayers and Thankſgivings have they approach' 
the Throne of Grace? With what Harmony of Voices, 
and well-tuned Inſtruments have they ſung the Te Dew: 
Laudamus? With what Strains of pious Eloquence hat! 
the Orator endeavor'd to excite lively Sentiments of Di- 
vine Mercy in the Souls of the Audience, and to fix in 
their Memory an everlaſting Senſe of G o p's Goodnels? 
When yet Luxury, Riot, Exceſs, and Tumults have finiſh- 
ed the Devotion of the Day ; and they have immediately 
relapſed into thoſe very Crimes, which had brought down 
thoſe Judgements for the Removal of which they had been 
ſo lately returning their Thanks to Heaven. 

Thus the Jraelites were continually revolting, and were 
as conſtantly chaſtized ; they repented, and were forgiven ; 
they returned their 'Thanks, and they rebelled again. Their 
whole Hiſtory is little more, than a various Series of alter- 
nate Judgement and Mercy, Rebellion and Repentance : and 

it ſeem'd allmoſt a Strife between God and Man, whether 


human Ingratitude or divine Mercy ſhould prevail: till at laſt] 
they were entirely abandon'd by the Loxp, given up to the!! 
own Inventions ; brought to an utter Ruin, and have ceas'd } 


to be a People. 
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In all Public National, Thankſgivings therefore it ought 
to be a very {erious Enquiry, what were the Crimes, that 
had provoked God's Wrath, what might have occaſioned 
thole Judgements, tor the Removal of which we offer up 
our Thanks and Fraiſe. Equally ſerious ought we to be ia 
forſaking thoſe Crimes, and practiſing their oppoſite Vir- 
tucs. Elſe all our Devotion is no better than a ſolemn 
Mockery of Heaven, and an horrible Defyance of Divine 
Juſtice, an Abuſe of Mercy, and a Provocation of ſeverer 
Judgements. 

Without deſcending into Particulars therefore , let our 
Thankſgiving be National, or Perional, Public, or Private, 
true, genuine, unfeigned Piety muſt ſhew the ſincere Grati- 
tude of our Hearts: The Mercys of Go Dp muſt not only 
move our Affections juſt tor the preſent moment, but have 
a laſting Influence on our Lives. Such a Reſolution, and 
ſuch a PraCtiſe will bring down daily Bleſſings, will keep 
back divine Judgements, will prevent Dangers, and make 
Praiſes the chief as well, as the moſt delightfull Part of our 
Devotion. The religious will ever rejoice ; it becometh the 
Juſt to be thankſull, Praiſes from the good Man's Lips go up 
to Heaven with a ſweeter Savor than the richeſt Pertumes 


trom the Altars of old. 


Thirdly As true Devotion ought not to be the Work of a 
ſingle Day, nor ſhould the Mercys of Go p be forgot as 
loon as the Sacrifice is ended ; and therefore this Altar was 
left ſtanding as a laſting Monument of Judgement and Mer- 
cy, ſo there may be Means of perpetuating the Memory of 
great Bleſſings, and it is meet and right ſo to do. 

Public Buildings may ſtill be erected to remain as dura- 
ble Memorials of Royal Magnificence, and Plety together. 
Stately Piles may be raiſed as conſpicuous Signals of a Nati- 
onal Gratitude, or as Tokens of a great Community's rejol- 


eing. Thus did our Anceſtors in our Native City, the 


Birth-place of moſt of us here preſent, when they faw their 
City to have raiſed its glorious Head out of its Ruins after 
that dreadfull Conflagration, cauſe that lovely Column, that 
Maſterpiece of Modern Architecture to be built, to ſhew 


to Poſterity for many Ages, when and where that ruinous 
E 2 Waſte 
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Waſte began, in whoſe Reign its ancient Glory was recg. 
vered, its Beauty reſtored, in ſuch a manner, that they wg 
had ſeen it before the Flames, could not but behold it 4; 
Gold coming out. of the Refiners Furnace : and therefor. 
with Gratitude ſhould that Monument be raiſed as an Arg. 
ment to many future Ages both of Judgement and Mercy 
Curious Coins may ſtill be ſtampt when great Events have 
happen'd. Solemn Anniverſarys of public Rejoicing may 


be appointed by Autority, whereby Year after Year a Nato 


in general, or Societys in particular may celebrate the Ne. 
mory of Divine Govdneſs, 

'Thus did the Wiſdom of the Ancients deliver down thei: 
own Glory to late Poſterity in Trophys, Triumphal Arche, 
Holy Temples, and eternal Medals, thoſe great Lights c. 
Hiſtory and Chronology. But thele are of too public a na- 
ture to be inſiſted on in this place. 

The truly pious, devout, and gratefull will never wan: 
Invention to perpetuate the Memory of particular Deli 
verances. The Tabula Votive hung up in Temples, when 
freed from Folly, Superſtition , and all Suſpicion of Id- 
latry is a Cuſtom that deſerves no Blame: Rather may 
it be eſtemed an Encouragement to an ingenuous glori- 
ous Art, and a public Declaration to the preſent and fu- 
ture Generation of devout Gratitude. 

Single Perſons, and Private Familys may have their An- 
nual, Feſtival 'Thankſgivings for particular Mercys and 
Deliverances, and theſe, while celebrated with a prudent, 


ſober Joy, may keep alive a Holy, Religious Senſe 0! 


Providence. 


Fourthly, As David was directed by a Prophet from 
G op to erect an Altar in that particular Place for Ss- 
crifices of Attonement and 'Thankſgiving, ſo by Parity ©: 
Reaſon we may argue, that Holy Places are the molt | 
proper for the Public Thankſgivings of a People. 'Th: 


hath ever been a Cuſtom among all Civilized Nations, and 


continues ſo to this very Day in every Part of the Wort, 


that calls on the Name of God, how different ſoever be] 


their Manner of worſhipping that Go p. 


The! 
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The Chriſtian it is true is not bound up to the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of ſome Particulars in the Caſe before us. Amongſt 
the Jews, as has been remarkt ſeveral Times already, where- 
cver the Ark of the Covenant, and the Altar of the Taber— 
nacle were ſettled, thither were the Tribes obliged to go and 
Worſhip. But now according to our Savior's Prediction, 


— 


The Hour is come, when we are neither to IVorſhip the Father John 4. 


in any of the Mountains of Samaria, nor yet at Feruſalem. 21. 


This Voke is taken off: Every Chriſtian Country now hath 
Multitude of Places all equally Holy unto the Lord. For 


the Author of our Salvation hath declared, H/bere Tizo or Matt. 18. 


Three are gathered together in his Name, there is he in the 197 ꝛ0. 


midft of them, aud while they are agreed on Earth, as touching 
any Thing that they ſhall ash, it ſhall be done for them of his 
Father which 1s in Heaven. 

Therefore, tho' David might not erect an Altar for Sacri— 
fice diſtinct from the appointed Place without an immediate 
Commiſſion from Heaven, this affects not us: Becauſe every 
Thing ſtrictly belonging to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, was re- 
vealed by GoD, and ſettled by an unalterable Covenant, the 
Violation of which was conſtantly puniſhed from above: And 
the breaking of this Law in the end proved the entire Ruin 


of that People, till at laſt they are become the Hiſſing, Re- 


proach, and Scorn of the whole World. 

But ſhould any argue hence, therefore Royal and Civil 
Authority extends not to Religious Affairs, they would on- 
ly ſhew their want of Judgement, or of Sincerity. For, 
tho', it's true, in Points of Doctrine, and even in Ceremo- 
nies of Worſhip abſolutely appointed and plainly declared 
by God himſelf, human Power may not interpoſe, yet in 
Caſes of external Government, the Civil Power among the 


7ews themſelves exerciſed its Authority. This King himſelf 2 Sam. 4. 


pitched a Tabernacle for the Ark in his own City, and by 
his Appointment were offered Burt-offerings and Peace-offer- 


ings before the Lord. He ſettled the Order and Courſes of 


the Prieſts to ſerve at the Altar, in their Turns. His Son, 


that wiſeſt of Men, THxusT OUT Abiathar from being 


Hicn PRTIES T unto the Lo Rp for practiſing againſt 
the 'State, and endeavouring to prevent the Succeſſion : And 


yet ſo far was he from being blamed, that in an Heavenly 
- Viſion 


1 Chron, 
15. 29. 


— S Att. 
— 


— 
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1 Kings 8. 


1. 


Article 
XXXVII. 
Canon Il. 


Pſal. 122. 


Viſion he received the higheſt Approbation of his Wiſdom 
ſuch an Approbation, as never was before, and never ha. 
been ſince given to mortal Man. He removed the Art 
of the Covenant of the Lord out of the City of David, 
which is in Zion, and placed it in Zeruſalem. He built the 
Temple and appointed its Dedication, and made many Laws 
and Ordinances relating to the Adminiſtration of Divine 
Service. 

Whoever then would plead for the Independence of the 
Church on the State, muſt ſeek other Arguments, than 
what may be found in the Old Teſtament. And that one 
Declaration of our Saviour, My KINGDOM IS NO! 
OF THIS WORLD, is a forecloſure of all future Preten- 
ſions to fuch an Exemption from the Authority of the 
Civil Powers, and Magiſtrates, which ſtill retain that 
Prerogative, which we ſee to have been allways given 
» all Godly Princes in Holy Scripture by G op hin- 
elt. 

The Example then of David's not being able to erect 
an Altar of Sacrifice by his own Authority, was peculiar to 
the Fewiſh Oeconomy under the immediate Direction of 
Heaven, and extends not to Chriſtian Princes and People, 
who have always a Power to appoint Holy Places to be 
ſet apart, Dedicated, or Conſecrated to Divine Service, 
ſuch as may be moſt for the Glory of God, and for the Con- 
venience of his Worſhippers: And theſe Places doubtleſs 
ought to be regarded at all Times, eſpecially on Occaſion of 
Publick Thankſgivings. 

With the Pfſalmiſt we ſhould ſay, I was glad when they 


ſaid unto me, Let us go into the Houſe of the Lord, ut 


Feet ſhail ſtand within thy Gates O Feruſalem, whither 
the Tribes go up the Tribes of the Lord unto the Te- 


ftimony of Iſrael, to give Thanks unto the Name of the 
Lord. 


But Fiſthiy, Notwithſtanding the Decency, the Reaſona- 
bleneſs, and Duty of Aſſembling together in the Holy Pla- 
ces both to deprecate Divine Judgements, and commemo— 
rate Divine Mercys, yet publick Worſhip may be ſuſpended 
in Cafes of real Neceſſity, fairly to be gathered from the 

S Appoint- 
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Appointment of God himſelf, to have an Altar built on the 
threſhing Floor of Araunab, becauſe David could not go to 
the Tabernacle of Moſes, and the Altar of the Burnt-offer- 
ing in Gibeon, for he was afraid becauſe of the Sword of the 
Angel of the Lord. 

During the Viſitation it is more than Probable, that the 
Royal Penitent, with the Elders, Prieſts, and People that 
accompanyed him had not attended on the daily Sacrifices, 
and the Danger of ſuch Aſſemblys juſtified the Omiſſion : A 
Practiſe worthy of the ſerious Conſideration of all Sorts of 
People in this Place. For the ſpreading of the Infection in 
all Probability is owing to no one ſingle Cauſe more than to 
this. 

The Avarice, Craft, and Hypocriſy of many Eccleſiaſtics 
amongſt the Chriſtians here tempt them to blind the People 
with falſe Notions of Devotion, to teach them, that the 
Public Worſhips, Confeſſions, and Penance, muſt be kept 
up at the Hazard of their Lives, that nothing can juſtity their 
Abſence from the Holy Places: Till at laſt theſe Teachers 
in Care of their own Safety change their Note, and by the 
Example of their own Flight or Retirement allow the Peo- 
ple alſo to provide for themſelves. 

In the mean while the Fire ſpreads inſenſibly among them, 
daily conſumes them, and ſweeps away Hundreds before 
they will be convinced of their Folly and Danger: But 
what can be expected from thoſe Guides, who ſuffer, teach, 
vea! encourage the People to truſt in Saints and Angels, 
who aſcribe the ceaſing of the Plague to the Interceſſion of 
St. John, rather than to the Mercy of the Father, or 
the Mediation of his Son: One might allmoſt think that 
this ſevere Judgement is ſuffer'd to make {uch Havock, 
ſuch frequent Waſt amongſt them, purely to convince 
hem of their Raſhneſs, to puniſh their Impiety, and correct 
their Folly. 

The Sottiſh Bigotry of the Arabian Impoſtor's Follow- 
ers has the ſame, or a worſe Tendency. 'Thouſands, and 
Ten Thouſands, yea! I may ſafely ſay as many Millions 
have fallen a Sacrifice to that fatal Article of Predeſtination : 
An Article inculcated with great Induſtry, and yet never, 


I dareſay, believed in its full Extent by any one Man in the 
World, 
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World. To ſhut up their Mo/ques in the very Heat of the 
Plague, they teach, would be Impiety towards God, and to 
refuſe their Shoulders in carry ing out the Dead a breach of 
Humanity. To uſe any Precautions whereby to prevent thi 
ſad Calamity, they pronounce a Diſtruſt in Providence. 
The Public Government muſt make no Proviſion to keey 
this fatal Diſtemper at a Diſtance from their Country, nor 
may private Perſons withdraw themſelves from the impend— 
ing Danger. With a kind of pious Gravity, or ſhall I nor 
rather call it an Enthuſiaſtic Stupidity 2 They will ask, Can 
you flee from GOD? Or hide your elves from his Omnipre— 
{ence? Will he not find you out in your cloſeſt Retirement ? 
And can he not reach you at the greateſt Diſtance ? It your 
Time be come, it the determined Period of your Lives be 
at Hand, it is in vain to ſeek Security. Fate is unalterable, 
and its Stroke inevitable. Allow only the Principle, and 
the Concluſions are indiſputable. 

But how inconliſtent they, and ſome other Enthuſiaſts ſo 
fond of this deadly Doctrine, are themſelves in acting upon 
this Principle is viſible enough in their Conduct in other 
Paſſages of their Lives. Will not the moſt obſtinate Belic- 
ver of them all endeavour to eſcape from his Houle falling 
over his Head ? Will he not haſten from the Flames, that 
attack his Dwelling 2 Does he not go down armed into the 
Battel in the beſt Manner he is able? Does he not oppoſe, 
or try to turn aſide the Sword pointed againſt his Breaſt 
On ſudden Inundations, that ſtop his Paſſage in a Journey 
does he not wait till the Torrent abates? In Sickneſs does 


He not call for the Phyſician, and require Medicines ? in a 


Gangreen does he not ſubmitt to all the painful! Operati- 
ons neceſſary for a Cure? But allow this one Principle, and 
all his Care and Caution is needleſs, not to ſay ridiculous. 
For then neither Ruines, nor Flames, nor Sword, nor = 
Hoſtile Weapon, nor Floods, nor Diſeaſes, nor Wounds 
can haſten his End. He has nothing to fear but the De— 
crees of Fate, and theſe are irreſiſtible. When yet his 
Management in every one of theſe Particulars, and ma- 
ny more, moſt evidently demonſtrates that he believes not 
ſincerely this deſperate Doctrine: That he allows Room to! 
human Prudence without diſtruſting in Divine e, | 
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And why a ſober Caution in fo dangerous a Caſe ſhould 
be diſcouraged can never be accounted for, except we 
impute it to the Iniquity of a Government, vile in it 
ſelf, but by far more vile in its Adminiſtration: Except 
we ſhould ſay, the Rulers, Scribes, and Lawyers, thoſe 
prevaricating Interpreters of the Law love to have it fo, 
thereout ſucking no ſmall Advantage, the Death of their 
People being much more profitable to the Governors, than 
their Lives : Except we ſhould alſo ſay ; that G o p gives up 
a cruel, treacherous, beaſtly People to a judicial Infatuation, 
that they who have laid waſt ſuch lovely Countrys, ruined 
thoſe glorious Citys all thro-out the Ea, protaned ſo man 
Sacred Houſes of GOD ſhould by a blind inſenſibility be 
ſufered to believe a Doctrine that muſt ſpread Ruine, De- 
ſcruction and Deſolation all around, where-ever it is enter— 
tain'd fo far, as to influence Men's Practiſe ſuitably to the 
Principle. 

Let no Man deceive you then my Brethren ! with that 
ſpecious Doctrine of an entire Reſignation to Divine Pro- 
vidence excluſive of ail human Prudence, Ye may fairly 
argue from the Example of Holy David, that there is 
allowed Room to take care of your Satety without a 
diſtruſt in Providence being laid to your Charge, that pub- 
lic Worſhip it ſelf may be ſuſpended, without the Imputa- 
tion of Impiety or Profancſs: And ſhould any one expole 
or loſe his Life, in an obſtinate Maintenance of the oppoſite 
Opinion, it may well be askt, who hath required this at your 
Hands ? | 

In like Caſes then neither fear, nor be aſhamed to provide 
for your Safety in the beſt Manner, you are able, only let 
your Care be ſober, ſteddy, regular, rational and manly 
without thoſe uneaſy Hurrys, Terrors, Frights, and Amaze- 
ment, that confound and diſtract the Judgement, and otren 
thruſt Men into thoſe very Dangers, which they too indu- 
ſtriouſly ſtudy to avoid. Remember alſo at the ſame Time 
in all ſuch Tryals not to depend too far on your own Pru- 
dence, ſo far, as to ſhew a diſtruſt in Providence : Left this 
ſhou'd tempt the Allmighty to give a ſad Proof of the 
Folly of Man's Wiſdom. And when at laſt you may rea- 
ſonably conclude that your Fe are ſet in a fate Fre 
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and the Danger is removed far from you, then in pious Gra- 
titude, and humble Acknowledegments allways ſay, not unt 
us, not unto our ſelves, O Lox ÞD! but unto thy great Mer. 
cys do we aſcribe our Health and Deliverance. 


Therefore in the Sixth and laſt Place let us in ſuch a 
Manner, as we ſhall be able, fix in our Memorys the late 
Mercys of our gracious Gop., We can't indeed with the 
King of J/rael build an Altar in any particular Place; the 
Plague in his Days was ſtopt in a miraculous Manner, and 
in a Manner not to be apprehended by us was he given tg 
know the exact Bounds of Time and Place beyond which e! 
was appointed to rage no farther. 

But ſo it has not been with us. As a Conflagration i; 
often ſmall and flow in the Beginning, the Wind gives it 
Force, it encreaſes as it rolls along, the greater Oppoſition 
it meets, ſo much the more it rageth : In the midſt of it; 
Fury it blazes terrible to the Beholder at a Diſtance, and 
none dare approach it; for it conſumes where it reacheth, 
till by Degrees it ſinks, decays, and faints for want of com- 
buſtible Materials; it lys ſmothering for a while in the 
glowing Embers, which fanned by the Wind, give now 
and then a Flaſh, till the very Alhes loſe their Heat. 

Thus we can't ſay preciſely . and when the lite 
Calamity began, no more can we exactly determine the 


Place, or Day of its utmoſt Extent. Slowly it crept along, 


till it came near our Dwellings, it loudly pronounced our 


Danger before the Expiration of the quadrageſimal Paſt : We 


celebrated the Paſchal Feaſt, and then juſtly afraid becauſe 
of the Sword of the Angel of the Lo RD we forbore our 
Holy Aſſemblies, and each Family provided for its Safety 


according to their Direction: And hardly had ſome of us 


retired at a Diſtance, and others ſhut themſelves up in 
cloſe Confinement at Home, but that the Fire of the Lon» 
ſhewed it ſelf in a dreadfull Devaſtation, by the Feaſt ©! 
Pentecoft or thereabouts, the Dead being carried out by Hun- 
dreds in a Day. Thus it continued to ſpread it's mortal Ii 
fection till the Days of Wheat Harveſt, when in an ama- 
zing Manner a ſudden Check, tho' not an entire ſtop was 


put to this contagious Evil: And at laſt about the Time of 
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the firſt ripe Grapes, as if its waſting Fury was then quite 
ſent, we may fay, this utter Deſtruction came to its End: 
It being now computed that for Thirty Days and upwards 
this kind of Death hath loſt its Sting, it's Venome iz ex- 
hauſted, and the Mercy of the Lok Dd hath prevailed over 
his Judgment. | 

In this Manner at leaſt, by way of Chronicle, we may fix 
in our Memory a gratetul Senſe of our late Deliverance, 
remember the Time of our Danger, and record the Days 
of our Safety. We are indeed but an Handfull of Men, let 
than a Tenth of Abrabam's ſingle Family in the Land of 
(auaan, We are Strangers in a Land that is not our own, 
vlaced in the midſt of an unbelieving Nation ſworn Enemies 
o the Faith of Chriſt. Any Public Monument then we 
cannot erect: Inſtead of a material Altar therefore raiſed of 
Farth, or unhewn Stone let us to the laſt Period of our 
Lives retain in our Hearts the loving Mercys of our God, 
et us praiſe him with our Lips, and glorify him and his Son 
in the Wiſdome, Virtue, Integrity and Piety of our Lives. 

To put an end now to this long, if not tedious Diſcourſe. 
As ſome amongſt you, if not the greater Part, may live to 
e other Viſitations of the like Nature, it muſt become you 


to live in a conſtant, ſerious Regard of theſe terrible Judge- 


ments; with an humble awtull Reverence to be continually 
booking up to Heaven, to imitate the faithfull Servant re- 
commended in the Parable by our Saviour, who by his 
watchful Diligence ſuffers not his Maſter's coming ever fo ſud- 
en or unexpected to overtake him in a Surprize. Like the 
honeſt, valiant Centinel, be ever on the Guard in your ap- 
pointed Poſts : Let your Affairs relating either to this World, 
or to the next, be ever in fuch a Poſture, that the Hour 
may not come upon you unawares. 

Piety towards God, Juſtice to Man, a prudent Concern 
for your own Reputation, Intereſt, and Safety, all conſpire 
to convince you of this great Duty. Thus prepared ye may 
on the ſhorteſt Warning without any Diſhonor to your 
ſelves, without any Damage to others flee from the Sword 
of the Angel of the Lord, hide your ſelves for a while from 
Danger, till the Allmighty ſhall turn from his fierce Anger. 
Yea! ſhould the Neceſſity of your Affairs in performing the 
F 2 Dutys 
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Dutys of your Calling oblige you to approach near, or to 
venture even into the midſt of the Flames, thus provided, 
thus armed ye may with a ſteddyneſs of Courage face the 
greateſt Dangers. For while ye are about your great Na- 
{ter's Buſineſs, as ye allways are, while honeſtly and pru— 
dently employ'd in your ſeveral Callings, ye may in hol 
Faith, and 'Truſt, and Aſſurance fay allways, the Will of the 
Lox D be done: We are ready to obey thy Commands fully 
perſuaded of thy Protection in the worſt of Dangers, or dt 
thy glorious Rewards in a better State promiſed to F. 
delity. 

This Conduct may leſſen the Terrors of Divine Judgement, 
is the only Preparation to meet them with a firmneſs of Soul. 
This is the trueſt Teſtimony of a pious Gratitude for Merc: 
received, and the ſureſt Earneſt of more and greater yet tc 
come. It will be your Satety, Proſperity, and Glory in this 
World, and your eternal Happyneſs in the next. 
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Page 9. . Ecauſle ſome might think the 

a n Number of 1, 300, ooo Men fit 
for War to be incredible, it may 
not be improper to ſuggeſt in 
what Manner the Calculate may 
be made up ſo, as not to appear 
extravagant beyond Belief. Sup- 
poſe . then chro-out a Nation 
including Perſons of all Ages, and each Sex one in Ten may 
be a MAN between Sixteen and Sixty Years of Age, an 
Age generally allowed fit for War: This Suppoſition I con- 
ceive may be ſupported by a Survey fairly taken in moſt Parts 
of the World: In a ſingle Pariſh containing 500 Souls, I 
make no Doubt, amongſt them will be found Fifty at leaſh 
able to bear Arms, between the Age of Sixteen and Sixty: 
On this Suppoſition then of One in Ten fit for War ; the 
People of Jrael and Fudah will amount to Thirteen Milli- 
ons of Souls: A great Number, I own, but not incredible, 
when we conſider the Peculiar Promiſes of God to make, 
them a moſt numerous People, like the Stars in Heaven for 
Multitude, or like the Sand of the Sea Shore not to be 
counted: If we take Notice alſo of the Fruitfullneſs of the 
Land continually deſcribed under the Character of the good 
Land, and the Number of a People will ever bear ſome Pfo- 


Portion to the Fruitfullneſs of the. Land wherein ä 
| 1 
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if there be Room allowed, much more, Encouragement pj. 
ven for Induſtry. We may add to this, that fome Country; 
to this very Day in all likelyhood are peopled in full Propoy. 
tion to the great Number ſuppoſed in this Calculate. The 
Province of Holland I queition not might upon Examination 
be a full Proof of the Truth of this Obſervation. It may be 
remarkt beſides, that Marriage was eſteemed ſo indiſpenſable 
a Duty amongſt them, that it was reckoned no ſmall Crime 
not to give their young Women in Marriage, or for the 
young Men to refute, or delay entring into that State. And 
to dy Childleſs is threatned by God as a Curſe, and was 
lookt on by themſelves as a Judgement, ſo that every Thing 
contributed to make that People as numerous in the Reign of 
David as might poſſibly be imagined. 

The Chronicles indeed make the Men of War ſtill mor: 
by no leſs than 270,000, which by the Compute above will 
add two Millions, ſeven hundred thouſand, in all 15,700,000, 
The Learned Lightfoot attempts to reconcile the Difference 
between the two Accounts on a probable Argument; as allo 
the Difference in the Purchaſe-Money for the Oxen, 'Threſh- 
ing-floor and Inſtruments, one being only 50 Shekels of Si- 
ver, and the other 600 Shekels of Gold. See Vol. I. p. 68. 


Ne. II. 


Page 10. The ſame Author reckons the Crime and Sin ot 
Numbring the People to have conſiſted in a covetous op— 
preſſive Deſign to lay a Tax on the whole Nation, to make 
them pay according to their Heads, But why might not 
the Offenſe be rather imputed to ſome degree of Diſtruſt in 
thoſe frequent Promiſes of God to make that People like 
the Stars or the Sea-ſand innumerable. God ſays they ſhall 


be without Number, but Man reply's I will number them, 
coſt it what it will. 


Ne. III. 


Page 11. That the Reader mayn't be too much ſurprized 
at the Number of thoſe who dyed of the Plague, that he 


may 
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may not have the leaſt Temptation to ſuſpe& the Credibi- 
ity of the Account, what we hare ſeen our ſelves may be 
Argument ſufficient. Suppoſe the whole Fewt/h Nation ac- 
cording to the Computation in the Chronicles to be 15,700,000, 
the Dead of the Plague 70,000 and the Proportion ſtands 
thus. 7. to 1570. Suppole the Inhabitants of Smyrna and 
of eight or ten neighboring Villages within ten Miles di- 
ſtance to be 120,000, the higheſt Allowance with any Pro- 
bability of Truth, and that for ſeveral Weeks together with- 
in that Compaſs there died 600 in three Days ſpace and the 
Proportion will ſtand 6. to 1200. whereby the proportional 
Number of the Dead for many Days together will excede 
that of Vrael and Fudab. 

In the Village whither I was retired with the Conſul and 
his Family the Proportion was prodigiouſly greater. For as 
we were credibly informed there dyed ſometimes 18 or 20 
in three Days ſpace, and the Number of Souls at moſt were 
ſuppoſed 400. Say 20 to 400 is 2 to 40. Whereas in the 
Caſe of Iſrael and Fudah it comes ſhort of 2 to 400: above 
ten times more in proportion amongſt our ſelves than a- 
mongſt the Fews. The ſame Proportion did not hold all 
along, but the Havock was very great above 80 dying out 
of the 4oo. And in another neighboring Village we were 
told there were not left alive enough to bury the dead. So 
that Strangers to this ſad Calamity ought not to be ſtartled 
at the prodigious Number of 70,000 that dyed in three Days 
ſpace thro- out the Land from Dan even to Beerſheba. 


Ne, IV. 


Page 13, One wholy unacquainted with the Cuſtoms of 
the Eaſt might be at a loſs to conceive how the Threſh- 
ing-Inſtruments and the Inſtruments of the Oxen might be 
Wood ſufficient for a Burnt-offering ; but this Difficulty is 
over when it's known, that the Threſhing-Inſtrument 1s 
made of ſtrong Plank about two Inches thick, two Feet 
broad, and between five and fix long, bending. up a lit- 
tle at that End which is faſten'd to the Traces, but lying 


quite flat in the other part, its Bottom is ſtuck full of ſharp 
Flints, 
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Flints, this they draw over the Corn in a continued Circle 
round the Mow till they have brought the whole Heap down 9 
on a level, the Man that drives the Oxen ſtanding on this 
board all the while to make it preſs with the greater Force 
By this Inſtrument the Straw is broken all to pieces, and the 
Grain in good meaſure beaten out of the Ear, which the; 
afterwards tread out more thorowly with the ſame Oxen 50. 
ing round and round continually : all the while ſtrictly ob. 
terving the Moſaic Law, neither muzling the Oxen while at 
work, nor afterwards hindring them from eating what they 
can. The Corn is clean'd from the Chaff by being toſſt for- 
ward and backward in the Wind. For their Threſhing— 
floors are nothing more than ſome Corner of a Field, or a 
Piece of common Ground, kept {mooth, trodden down, and 
hard in the dryeſt Spot they can find conveniently. So that 
their Harveſt and 'Threſhing tollow one another immediately, 
and the Corn is all trod out and clean'd before it is carryed 
into the Granary. 

Beſides theſe 'Threſhing-boards there is a great heavy 
Yoke to each Pair of Oxen, which with the Boards and 
ſome {mall Tools beſides may well be allowed to be above 
a Hundred weight. Suppoſe then Araunab to be tread- 
ing out his Corn in ſeveral Heaps with ten or twelve Yoke 
of Oxen, and it is full as likely, as that Eliſha ſhould be found 
ploughing with as many at a time, and here's Wood cnougl 
for a large Burnt-offering. 


V. 


Page 14. The Higth of the Harveſt of the Wheat-harveſt 
eſpecially may be eſtemed in theſe Parts the whole Month ot 
June, what is cut down before or after bearing a very {mal! 
Proportion to the whole. About the End of this Month 
they begin to tread out their Corn, and have generally done 
by the End of July. And this in this Country is ſo remark- 
ably the Period of the Plague, that by enquiring of the 0:d- 
eſt Men living in the Place it has been conſtantly reckon'd 
to be at an end by the 1ſt of Auguſt : few if any being at- 
tackt after that Day, and very few of thoſe failing to re- 
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VI. 


Lid. "Tho I pretend not to give an Account of this 


Diſtemper as a Naturaliſt, vet to impart tome Obſervations 
may not be unacceptable ro thote, who are ſo happy as to 
know nothing ot this: Calamity but by Reading or Conver- 
ſation. That it is rather a Contagion than Intection is gene- 
rally believed: And it is probable from conſtant Experience, 
that they who (nur themſelves up Cloſe with a regular Guard 
on the whole Family, have very ſeldom, if ever, been known 


| to have had any Accident befall them; even tho' the Plague 


bis ſurrounded them on every ſide. I have not only known 


| Inſtarices of ti1:s NV iet, blur, with Gratitude to Heaven be 


r ſpoken, have in great meaſure been an Argument and 
Proof of it my felt. There having dyed ten or twelve juſt 
nder the Walls ot our Court-yard, and yet out of ninzteen 


in our Family not one, the Lord be prailed, was loſt or 
| toucht. Whereas had there been a real Infection of the Air, 


t would be hard, rather impoſſible, to account for the D:t- 
ference of the Air in a few Yards ſpace. There was not a 


ingle Houle that was near us but what loſt one or more oft 
Its Inhabitants. Many ot thote Houſes were within 40 Yards 


of ours, ſome much nearcr ; tour Houſes only in the whole 
Village were free {from the Diſtemper. And the Reaton was 
plain, they would take no care to avoid mixing with the Sick 


| and the Dead. 


And yet we may believe there is a certain Diſpoſition in 
the Air both to receive, and nouriſt, and propagate the Di- 


| ſemper. For they who have been long practited, and care- 


full in their Obſervations can prognoſticate with good Cer- 
tainty in what degrees of Severity the Viſitation will be at 


its firſt Appearence. The Winter in 1723-4 was remarkably 


open, and warm : inſtead of great haſty Showers and Storms 
of Wind, ſmall drizling Rains, and ſultry Heats, and tedi- 
ous Calms. Little Snow, and lefs Froſt. There were given 
out many ſuſpicious Rumors in the Months of OzZover and 
November, of malignant Fevers, and of two or three dying 


in a Family, but allmoſt every one ſeem'd willing 3 
i 
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lieve and hope the beſt, that the Rumors were falſe, the 
| Suſpicions groundleſs, and our Fears extravagant: But, I 
well remember, even then the more Experienced ſaid, ſuch 
Hopes were without Foundation, that we might aſſure our 
ſelves it would prove a ſevere Viſitation at the laſt ; and 
thus it crept along by fits and ſtarts : ſometimes concealing 
it ſelf for ten or twenty Days together, and then diſcorer- 
ing it ſelf in ſuch Tokens, as hardly admitted of doubt: 
amongſt the underſtanding and the ſincere Part of the In- 
habitants. Thus we palt in this uncertain State for good 
Part of the Winter without any Interruption to Buſyneſs, 
Till in January a French Merchant loſt a Groom, who 
died in a manner ſuſpicious enough : tho' the Family were 
ſo fully perſuaded of the contrary, that in a few Days at- 
ter they paid and received Viſits thro-out the Neigborhood. 
But they were ſoon convinced of their Miſtake by loſing 
another Servant in the ſame Manner. On this they fled from 
the infected Houle and in a Day or Two more loft a Third 
Perſon in their Family: Our ſelf-flattery was now at at End, 
and we could find no Pretenſions to deny any longer that 
the Plague was begun amongſt us: In ſo much that ſeveral 
of our Houſes were ſhut up cloſe on February 18th. But 
then finding no new Accident near us, little or no Talk ct 
the Illneſs in other Parts of the Town for ten Days toge- 
ther moſt of us open'd again, eſpecially Buſyneſs in ſome 
meaſure requiring it, and return'd to our former manner ot 
Converſation ; From March 1ſt to April 5th being Eaſter-da) 
our Public Divine Service was attended on as uſual. But to— 
wards the End of that Week our Family retir'd into a Vis 
lage about eight Miles from the City: where we were no 
ſooner arrived but that every Day brought us freſh News of 
the Plague's encreaſing continually, till about the Middle ot 
May it was ſaid to be exceding hot, and to rage more 
violently than had been known in the Memory of moſt Men 
living. 

During this Time the South Wind reign'd much more than 
uſual : The refreſhing Wind, called Embatt, as blowing from 
the Sea upon the City, greatly failing of its ordinary Courie. 
The Weather was Sultry, little Wind ſtirring , and wha! 
there was gave more Pain than Pleaſure. In June the Wind 
ſet in for North, but was ſmall, and exceeding hot, 2 
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ſtrong, and ſo continued with very little Alteration till 
July 6th, which proved the hotteſt Day in the whole Sum- 
mer, as I judged not only by my Feeling, but by my Ther- 
mometer, of which I kept a conſtant Journal! all that Seaſon 

and on that Day the Spirits were mounted within Two De- 
grees ot entring into the Globe at Top: The utmoſt Point of 
extreme Hot. From that Day, and forwards, we had daily 
Advices from the Town of the Sickneſs abating : In our own 
Village it was in a Manner at an End. Whereas there had 
dyed Two Hundred and upwards in a Day, there now died 
but 40 or 5o, and ſo went on declining, till before the Ex- 
piration of that Month it was ſaid to be entircly ceaſed, no 
new ones attackt, a few, it any, dying, that had been 
ſtezed. 

For Three ſeveral Viſitations in 1719, 1722, and this I724, 
have obſerved that the Wind has ſet in to the North about 
the middle of June, and ſo continued the remainder of that, 
and all the next Month. This Wind is generally exceeding 
dry, fo dry as to bake a piece of Bread expoſed to the open 
Air, but out of the Sun, as hard as a Cruſt in half- an Hours 
Time, it was remarkably dry this Year as I had Opportuni- 
ty of trying by an exact Hygroſcope, dryer at that Time 
than it had been any Time in that Year before. It may be 
obſerved too that the Fews Quarter, which lyes on a fh 
Aſcent on the Southward Part of the City, comparatively 
ſneaking was free from the Diſtemper, till the Wind came 
about to the North, and then it began to be warm amongſt 
them, that Wind blowing directly upon them over the Tür- 
kiſh Part of the 'Town : So that we may ſuſpect, that it car- 
ryed the Contagion along with it. But it got among them 
too late to be ſo fatal to that People, as it uſed to be in for- 
mer Times. It is ſuppoſed, that that Nation conſiſts of a- 
bout 10000 Souls: They own themſelves near 1500 to have 
been attackt, but obſtinately maintain that the Number ot 
the Dead was leſs than 400. 

It is generally reported, and allowed without Contradi- 
ction, that never were known ſo many to have been ſiez d 
and ſo many to have recovered : I have heard it affirmed that 
of 25000 among the Turks, that were Sick, there periſhed 


not above T'welve to Fifteen Thouſand. But after all I muſt 
own 
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own the Number of Sick or Dead to be very uncertain and 
various, and no Account by the beſt enquiry I could make i; 
entirely ſatisfactory to me. But the neareſt Conjecture I can 
make, with all reaſonable Allowances, is, that there dyed at 
leaſt of all Nations in Smyrna and the neighbouring Village; 
from Sixteen to Twenty 'Thouſand. 
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VII. 


Page 16. Mr. Peter Fackſon Second Son of Sir Philipp 
Fackſon, who dyed of a Feaver on Auguſt 2d, in the 224 
Year of his Age, at the Village, whither he was retired du— 
ring the Time of the Peſtilence in the City. 
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